THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
whole campaign, with sometimes Pelagius, sometimes John in
command. The legate, however, won most of the honours
and had the staunch support of the military Orders. The
Templars and Hospitallers explained to the king that, as
papal soldiers, they could not refuse to obey the papal legate 5
but the Orders were only too pleased to have the opportunity
to defy their ruler. Pelagius did not admit that he had any
limitations. In matters of war, however, he accepted the
guidance of the Temple and the Hospital, and the Orders
knew that so long as he was in command the conduct of the
campaign would be in their hands. While assuring John of
Brienne that they supported the legate only because they
must, the Orders encouraged Pelagius to insist upon supreme
control.
In the spring the assaults on Damietta were renewed, but
the port still held out. The inhabitants of the city were,
however, now faced with famine, and they declared to the
Sultan that they would surrender unless assistance were sent.
Saphadin had died shortly before, and the new Sultan, El
Kamel, -was not yet firmly seated on the throne. His army
was discontented and the Mongols were threatening an attack,
and in these circumstances he offered to make peace. If the
Christians evacuated Egypt, he would return Jerusalem and
most of the Holy Land and also restore the true cross.
" Many of our pilgrims judged these offers important and
proper to satisfy us", writes Jacques de Vitry, the chronicler
of the Fifth Crusade, " but those who knew by experience the
fraud of these men who change unceasingly and principally
the Templars, the Hospitallers, and the Teutonic Knights,
the legate, the Patriarch, the archbishops, the bishops, all the
clergy and some of the pilgrims, made nothing of their false
words, thinking that the Saracens had no other intention than,
Mtier the veil of a simulated peace, to disperse the army of
Ulifst'.as soon as the pilgrims had retired ". John of Brienne
favour of acceptance, and Pelagius might have con-